
HERSCHEL SMITH   

       
Born:  July 10, 1903            Jacksonville, OR 
Died:  November 1, 1983  San Diego, CA   (80 years old) 
 
San Fernando High School 

• 1922 State 100 champion 
• 1922 National Interscholastic meet in Chicago 100 runnerup 

USC 
• lettered 1925-27 
• 1927 member of world record 880-yard relay team, 1:26.0, running leg in 21.5 

Compton College head coach 1928-68 
• Founder and meet director of Compton Invitational 1936-69 
• Co-founder with Al Franken of Los Angeles Invitational (later Sunkist Invitational) 
• President National JC Athletic Assn 1940-42 
• California Community College Hall of Fame 
• Compton College Hall of Fame 
• 5 National JC championships 
• 2 California State JC championships 
• 11 Southern California JC championships 
• 12 conference championships 

 
Best Marks 
1922  San Fern HS     100  10.0w 
1923  San Fern HS     100  10.0 
1924  USC Frosh        100  9.9 
1925  USC                  100  9.8w 
1926  USC                  100  9.9 
 
1924  USC Frosh        100m  10.8m 
 
1923  San Fern HS     220  22.4 
1924  USC Frosh        220  21.5m 
1926  USC                  220  22.4 
 

 

High School 
1922  CIF prelims 100 1st 10.4 
1922  CIF 100 2nd --- 
1922  State 100 1st 10.4 
1922  Natl Interscholastic 100 2nd --- 
1923  CIF prelims 100 1st 10.2 
1923  CIF 100 1st 10.2 
1923  State 100 3rd --- 

 
High School cont.,  
1922  CIF 220 2nd --- 
1922  State 220 4th --- 
1922  Natl Interscholastic 220 1st 22.4 
1923  CIF 220 2nd --- 
1923  State 220 2nd --- 

Open 
1924  SPA AAU 100 2tie --- 
1924  Western Olympic Trials 100m 1st 10.8m 
1925  Jr AAU 100 1st 9.8w 
1926  vs Stanford 100 2nd 10.0 
1926  IC4A 100 heat 3rd --- 
1927  vs Stanford 100 3rd --- 
 
1924  Western Olympic Trials 200m 2nd 21.5m 
1926  vs Stanford 220 2nd 21.8 
1927  vs LAAC 220 3rd --- 

 
 


