TROJANS CAPTURE 11 OF 17
EVENTS IN EASTER RELAYS

BY SHAV GLICK
Times Staff Writer

SANTA BARBARA—The 29th
Easter Relays were turned into a
showcase for USC's powerful track
and field team Saturday as 7,000
fans watched the Trojans capture 11
of 17 open events,- They set one
collegiate, two school and four meet
records in the process.

Sophomore Bob Seagren vaulted
17 feet 3 1/4 inches to wipe out ex-
Bruin Mare Savage's year old na-
tional collegiate record of 16-9, but
even this was overshadowed by Earl
McCullouch, who earned athlete of
the meet honors by winning the
high hurdles in a record 13.7,
running on the 440 and 880 record
relay teams and placing third in the
long jump.

McCullouch's 13.7 broke the oldest
mark in the Easter Relays book, a
13.8 by Trojan Olympian Jack Davis
clear back in 1956.

Eighteen records were set in four
divisions as the relays were held in
perfect weather conditions at La
Playa Stadium overlooking Santa
Barbara bay. ~

The only open record not set by a
Trojan went to Arizona's Ed Ca-
ruthers with a 7-21% high jump,
second highest ever outdoors by an
American. Only John Thomas' 7-3
3/4, made in 1960, has topped
Caruthers' leap.

In the 880 relay, USC's Ired
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Kuller barely held off an
onrushing Tommie Smith
for a 1:23.6 win, equalmg
a Trojan school recol
Smith was elocked in 19.5
for the 220 yards. with a
running start as he made
up all but one of the 15-
yard advantage Kuller had
at the final baton ex-
change.

Tommie the Jet came
back in the mile relay to
anchor a San Jose State
victory, but he coasted
home in 473 after his
teammates had staked him
to a huge lead.

Coach Vern Wolfe's Tro-
jan sprint combo of Kuller,
McCullouch, Lennox Mil-
ler and O. J. Simpson also
broke the school's week old
440 relay standard of 40.4
by zipping the one lap in
40 flat. Miller had replaced
footballer Jim Lawrence,

week in

Simpson surprised by
beating Kuller in 9.5 for
his first major track victo-
ry in the open 100.
However, 0. was up-
staged by Ronnie Ray
Smith, former Manual
Arts High flash, who won
the JC 100 for LACC in
94.

For a few moments it
xppeared that three men,
Seagren, Paul Wilson and
Stanford's Jim Eshelman,
had all ‘cleared 17 feet.
‘When officials ‘rechecked
‘the takeoff area for certifi-
«ation of Seagren's collegi-
ate record, however, it
was discovered that the
vaulting box had settled
down 34 of an'inch during
competition.

So, instead of becoming
track's seventh over 17-
foot vaulter, Eshelman

had to settle for 16-11%.

and second place over
Wilson, who has a best of

Seagren, who had a

narrow miss in his third
try at a world record 17-7,
felt sorrier for Eshelman
than he did in not regain-
ing the world mark (17-6
1/4) which John Pennel
took from him last year.
"It was a real
pointment for Jim," said
the new Trojan recordhol-
der. Of his try at 177,
Seagren said, "On my last
vault I was over, but my
feet fell off to the right
and I kicked the bar with
my ankle. I thought it
might stay up because I
didn't hit it hard, but just
as I reached the pit I saw
it was coming down on
me."

1f Seagren had cleared
17-7, it would have been
the third time the world's
vault record was made at
La Playa Stadium. In 193
Bill Graber set it at 14-5
3/4 and in 1962 John
Uelses did 16-0%4.

Six records were set in
both the college and junior
college divisions, with an-
other recorded in the
mnrmng high school com-
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