Mile relay triumph gives WM track title

OXFORD, Ohio (AP) — Western Michigan's
young mile relay foursome finished second in the final
event Saturday to bring the Broncos from behind for
their first Mid-American Conference track title in five
years.

Western Michigan trailed Eastern Michigan by
five points going into the closing relay. The Broncos'
second place slipped them by the Hurons with 110
points to 107.

Eastern Michigan, failing to score a point in the
closing event in the three-day meet in Miami Stadium,
held onto to second place, however.

DEFENDING CHAMPION Kent State finished
third with 90 points, Bowling Green was fourth with
72 1-3 and Central Michigan fifth with 70. Then came
Ohio University with 64, Miami with 60, Ball State
with 40 2-3, Northern Illinois 20 and Toledo 16.

The Broncos' depth, along with four first places,
returned Western Michigan to the dominance it
enjoyed over the conference a decade ago. Western
won 13 of 14 MAC track championships, beginning in
1958.

“Our mile relay knew what it had to do. I didn't
have to say anything to them. We weren't that
worried about Eastern Michigan,"” said Western Coach
Jack Shaw.
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SHOT PUT—1, Bruno Pauletto, Central

Michigan, 604 (conference record — old
mark 59-1, Tom Jones, Miami, 1955);
2, Matt Byrnes, Notrhern Illinois; 3,
Geoff Lawrence, Miaml.

3,000-METER STEEPLECHASE — 1,
Mike Irmen, Kent State, 8:59.0; 2, Jei
Shoemaker, Ball State; 3, Phil Hinck,
Toledo; 4, Ed Grabowski, Eastern Michi-
gan; 5, Brian Crosley, Ball State.
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State, 24'4; 2, Terry Thamas, Eastern
Michigan, 23-5; 3, Mike Mimms, Ohio
University, 2313,

Decathlon—1, Jim Howell, Ball State,
6,989 points; 2, Dale McBruin, Western
Michigan; 3, Charles Dempwolfe, Ohio
Universily,




