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ENGLISH CLUB SYSTEM (continued from page 149) 

race. After winning the road run I was told that I was needed for the 
medley relay, but they had mercy on me and I didn't have to run. 
One of the club coaches ran instead. 

The clubs are run largely by retired athletes although the 
good clubs will have presently active athletes on their committees. 
In our club, seven out of the 18 committee members, including the 
club secretary, are under 21 years old. · 

All expenses of athletes are paid by the athletes themselves 
(e .g. running kit, travel to and from meets, etc.) Additional money 
is raised by the clubs through dances and lotteries. Only International 
athletes have their expenses paid and then only to major meets. 

Each club has its own soci, 0 1 secretary who arranges dances 
and various other social fw1ctions, often to raise money for the club. 
The social life of a good club is well developed and many athletes 
will belong to a club, not to achieve athletic success, but merely 
because they enjoy the community life involved. Women also belong 
to the same clubs as rnen, particularly the clubs outside London. As 
you might guess, this provides an added incentive for sorne -,i-J-Jetes. 

Quite a few of the clubs have been in existence for 
such as Thames Valley Harriers, South London I--:lanlers, 
Harriers, Black.heath Harriers and Coventry Godiva. These are 
still today but some of the newer clubs, such as Portsmouth 

· (pr:cr101.:mc:ea Darbee), are taking the limelight. Orte 
is composed of past and present lctterme:1 

,~"-!",i'~""'~, of Oxford and Carnbridge and for many 
club in the cow1try. Today Achilles has 

srnne of its ~h-=,•~•h many Oxford and Can,bridge men 
prefer to run for local teams. 

Industries us,iallv do not sponsor teams although they will 
sometimes sponsor meets ,\1ost high schools have teams although 
the -of high school atlll 1:::t2s will corn.pete for clubs \Vell. 
College university athletes will compete for their school during 
the terln and their clubs during vacation. However, in a big meet 
the college athlete will usually compece for his club. 

The coaching of the clubs is usually done ny amateur coaches 
and .sometimes by club officials. It is quite common for an amateur 
coach to be an official for one club and a coach on another. J\1any 
English athletes have never had coaches, but this ts less true to
day tl;lan in the past. 

The Englisb- athlete is by no means pampered. Besides having 
to pay for his kit and his way to meets, his training conditions are 
sometimes not the best. In the winter, after working all day, he is 
sometimes forced to train on the roads wherever he can £ind light. 
There is a trend for city councils to prc.vd.e running u·acks but in 
the past many clubs relied on the generosi.tr businesses, which made 
grass playing fields available for trajning . 

Since the European continent i;:; such slwrt distance away, 
clubs will sometimes go on summer i:uu.::s the sL1mmer months, 
visiting various countries and competing against a.thletes of compara -
ble ability. The host city will usually provide the accomodations to 
help the athlete defray their individual expenses. 

There is no recruiting but athletes can, following proper pro
cedure, change clubs. In is sometimes felt that "poaching" takes 
place by certain clubs, but this is usually rare. 

Why couldn't this work in the United States and if it could 
how? It's doubtful is the U.S. will ever have as many clubs per 
capita as England but there appears to be a trend to organize more 
and more clubs. The more clubs in the U.S. the more opportunity 
for an athlete to compete after he finishes high school or college. 
Many American athletes give up track after finishing school because 
they feel they cannot combine a career and sports . But athletes in 
England do. Tulloh is a botanist, Hyman a zoologist, Eldon a police
man and Alan Perkins is in advertising. They always seem to find 
the time to train and they have become among the best in the world. 

If an extensive club setup could be established in the U.S. I 
feel the time would come when we would have the same depth in 
the middle and long distance" that we now enjoy in the sprints, 
hurdles and most field events . Although the U.S. is one of the two 
top track powers in the world, the potential of the U.S. becoming 
THE track power of the world is even greater if an F;nglish -type 
club system could be developed. 

1932 OLYMPIC GAMES 

Anderson Takes Discus 
By Wally Donovan 

The Europeans failed miserably in the discus. There were 
18 competitors when the competition got underway at 2:30 p.m. 
on \,Vednesday, August 3. And it wasn't long before the Olympic 
record was broken. John Anderson of the United States broke it on 
his first throw with a 157'. Then Herc LaBorde, also of the. U.S., 

raised it to 158'11¾''. Anderson again claimed the record with a 
160'3¾'' and improved even more on his last throw of the prelimi
naries with a 162 '¾". 

Anderson paced the finals with a 162 '4½" for another Olym -
pie record. Paul Jessup, also of the U.S., held the world record 
at 169'8½" but was never in the competition and failed to qualify 
for the final. Jessup, at 6 '7" the tallest member of the U.S. team, 
had a best mark of 148 '5½" . The pole vault was going on at the 
same time as the discus and this led to an wuortunate incident. 
Harold Berliner, vice chairman of the National AAU men's track 
and field committee, recalls .:he incident. 

"The sidelight was the fine throw of Jules Noel of France, 
who threw his best while the judges were watching Bill Miller's 
last attempt in the pole vault. Noel ran on the field waving his hands 
but they (the judges) never found the mark. In 1956 I visited with 
Jean Seurin (the Dan Ferris of the French AAU) in Paris and he re
called the incident as he was in Los Angeles . His comment: 'That 
was the darkest hour in France's athletic history.' ., 
FINAL (Vv'ednesday, August 3) 
I.John Anderson (USA) 162'4}"; 2. Herc LaBorde (USA) 159'½"; 

3. Paul Winter (France) 157'; 4. Jules Noel (France) 156'7½"; 5. 
Istvan Donogan (Hungary) 154 '5½"; 6. Endre Madarasz (Hungary) 
152 '7½"; 7. Kc.clevi Kotkas (Finland) 150 '6"; . Paul Jessup (USA) 
148 '5f'; 9. Joseph Remecz (Hungary) 147 , 10. Emil Janausch 
(Austri::L) LP'~"; 11. Hans Sievert (Germany) 146 '½"; 12. Harry 
Hart 142'6'; 13. Zygmunt Reljasz (Poland) 139'9"; 
14. (Germany) 139 '2 "; 15. Franti.sek Douda 

D:uhour (France) 131 'll½"; 17. V. 
18. Pedro Elsa (Argentina) 112 's½" 

(continued from page 149) 

Lindgren 
(Utah) 230 ' -

Passev (Utah St) 182 
---°K10NTANA STATE U. 26 2/3 AT BRIGHAM YOUNG 104 1/3, 

May 9: B],_Smith (B) 24'. DT, Mickle (B) 1H'3". 
ARIZONA ALL-CO.MERS, Tucson, May 9: DT, Johnstone 

(Arizona) 176'8"; 2. Burke (una) 164'5''. PV, Glover (Ariz) 14'8½". 
l'\EW YORK U. 86 AT RUTGERS 54, May 9: SP, Gubner (N) 

61'3½". DT, Gubner 152'8". HT, 3. Gubner 129'3~ 
F~WESTERN CONF. CHAMPS, Sacramento, Calif., May 

12: 2 Miles, Spilman (San Francisco St) 9: 15. 0. 
~DISTRICT III, Redlands, Cali£., May 12: DT, Sanders 

,Whittier) 167'6 2 ". 

SOUTHWESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE, Houston, Texas, 
May 12: 100, Jones (Tex. Sou) 9.4; 2. Johnson (Grambling) 9.5; 3. 
Williams (TSU) 9.6; 4. Bell (TSU) 9.6 (Johnson ran 9.3 in heat, Jones 
9.4 and Williams and Bell 9.5). 220t, Jones 20.7; 2. Johnson 20.8; 
3. Saddler (TSU) 20.9; 4. Williams 21.0; 5. Bell 21.1. 440, Saddler 
47.3; 2. Milburn (TSU) 47.3. 120HH,Allen (TSU) 14.2 (Duhon, Sou
thern U ., ran 14.0 in heat and Whitfield, TSU, 14.2). 220LH, Duhon 
23.1; 2. Winstead (Ark. AM&N) 23.2; 3. Richardson (TSU) 23,2. 
440R, TSU (Jones, Milburn, Bell, Williams) 40.5. ~RL TSU 3:12.5. 
.Ni_ Jackson (Prairie View) 24 '11"; 2. Harris (TSU) 24 '3¼''. 

MILWAUKEE TC ALL-COMERS, Milwaukee, Wisc., May 6: 
HT, Schaeffer (Milwaukee TC) 171 11''. 
- BRIGHAM YOUNG 87 AT UTAH 44, t-.1ay 12: ~ Cowart (B) 
6 18 11

, JT, Christenson (U) 222'3''. DT, Mickle (B) 178 4". 120HH, 
Lindgren (U) 14. 3. --

MONT ANA STATE U. 59¼ AT UTAH STATE 71¾, May 12: 
DT, Passey (U) 184 '8". 
-- MICHIGAN 65¼, OHIO STATE 31¼ AT MICHIGAN STATE 75½, 
May 12: 120HH, McRae (M) 14.4. PV,Denhart (M) 15' -~ Wa.rfield 
(0) 24'6½". 

ABILENE CHRISTIAN 63 AT NEW MEXICO 68, May 11: 440, 
Plummer (NM) 46. 6; 2. Young (AC) 46. 6. 100, Richardson (AC)9.7. 
JT, Dyes (AC) 245'10". 220, Richardson 20.9; 2. Plummer 21.0; 3. 
Young21.1. DT, Sinclair (NM) 165'. PV, Medley (NM) 24'6½". MileR, 
ACC 3: 13. 2; 2. New Mexico 3:13. 7. -- ----

KANSAS STATE 43 AT NEBRASKA 88, May 12: SP, Stout (K) 
54 '7½". 100, Knaub (N) 9 .4. 120HH, Moore (N) 14 .2w. 220t, Knaub 
20.5w. 220LHt, Moore 23.6_w____ --

S<SDT1rIJAKOTA ST. 48 AT IOWA STATE 88, May 12: HJ, 
Eilert (IS) 6 '7". -

BALTIMORE OLYMPIC CLUB 79, GEORGETOWN 40 AT FT. 
LEE 64,May 12: Mile, Reilly (G) 4:01.9; 2. Vinton (B) 4:05.0. 120-
HH, Johnson (B) 14.5. 220LH, Johnson 23.7. PV, Schwarz (B) 14'. 
-- LONG BEACH,~' May 12: DT, Babka (Olympians) 
193'3½"; 2. O'Brien (Olympians) 190'7"; 3. Just (Striders) 170'6½''. 

Bulletin Board 
Next Newsletters June 20, 27. Track & Field News mailed June 14 .. 


